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FROM OUR RABBI: 

Covenant, Not Contract 

What does being a member of Beth El do for 
me? How do I gain from involving myself in 
Jewish life? From one perspective, the clear 
answer is: not much! For example,  
Deuteronomy 23:19 says, “You shall not 
charge interest on loans to your fellow  
Israelite, interest on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is lent for 
interest.” How is an economy supposed to function with such laws?  Why would 
anyone with money lend it if they will not be paid interest? Why shouldn’t a person be 
paid fair market value not only for the use of their money but for the risk they take in 
lending it out, lest the loan not be repaid? Aren’t we better off without these laws? 

Here’s another. Deuteronomy 24:10-15 reads: “When you lend your brother any-
thing…and if the man is poor, you shall not sleep in his pledge; You shall deliver him 
the pledge back when the sun goes down, that he may sleep in his own garment, and 
bless you; and it shall be righteousness to you before the Lord your God.” The demand 
to return a pledged garment creates the situation where, overnight, the borrower has 
both the thing he borrowed and the garment he pledged, while the lender has nothing 
to protect him against losing the object he lent. Why would anyone agree to lend 
under such circumstances? 

In his article, “Radical Covenant: Jews, Christians and the Politics of Neo-Liberalism,” 
scholar Jonathan Gorsky writes how, “It is quite possible for legally blameless conduct 
to be simultaneously responsible for great distress.” Who can blame the lender who 
keeps his pledge, even if it causes a poor person to sleep in the cold? But the Torah 
calls us to responsibility beyond just what is “fair.”  

Gorsky argues that these (and other) verses point us to the tension between the world 
of the market governed by contracts and the Torah’s vision of a covenantal communi-
ty. What is the difference? He writes: 

 Covenant is not contract: in contract our relations exist because of a 
 particular undertaking that we agree upon because it is to our mutual 
 advantage; when the transaction is complete, the contract has been 
 honoured and there are no further obligations. Covenants are the other
  way around – we enter into particular undertakings because of our 
 relations with each other and it is in these relationships that we realise 
 the plentitude of our humanity.1 

In the coming months, we will be raising money to renovate and expand our buildings. 
As each of us considers our gift to this project, we might ask ourselves: What does 
Beth El – and Jewish life – offer? But synagogues are not fee for service; we are about 
relationships through which we realize our deepest selves. Jewish life offers connec-
tion in an atomized world. God asks us to grow beyond what we think is “fair” in a 
market economy and calls us into covenant. The Torah invites us to honor the divine 
presence in the face of each person by being part of a covenantal community that 
brings light into a world in pain. By giving something of ourselves, we receive nothing 
at all, but gain much, much more. 
 
1 Gorsky, J. (2008). Words in action: Speaking in our own words. London: Heythrop 
Institute for Religion, Ethics & Public Life. pages 29-30 
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Starting top right and going 

clockwise: 

Passover Wine Tasting 2016 

AlephBet/PreKadima  

Hamantashen Wars 

High Schoolers at 

Community Midrasha 

Torot Kehillateinu 2016  

honoring Joel Fleishman 
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Adar II  April 

23 Erna Stolzenberg 2 

25 Nathan Green 4 

28 Florence Margolis 7 

29 Joel Rascoff 8 

Nisan   April 

1 David Spinner 9 

2 Julie Anne Anders 10 

3 Anna Switzer  Meyer 11 

3 Theresa Poleski 11 

3 Edith Rapport 11 

3 Gussie Zeiger 11 

4 Tilly Hyman 12 

4 Solomon Modell 12 

4 Klara Glottmann Tulsky 12 

5 Herman Schulman 13 

6 Emilie Sasson 14 

7 Randi Kodack 15 

8 Joan August 16 

8  Emman Cohen  

Kresses 

16 

9 William Ginsburg 17 

9 Rebecca Shapiro Ornoff 17 

9 Marion Poleski 17 

9 Bernard Shane 17 

10 William Shecter 18 

10 Marcella Silver 10 

10 Mary Weaver 18 

12 Ruth Leeb 20 

14 Louise Clifford 22 

14 Richard Clifford 22 

14 Leo Friedman 22 

14 William Golden 22 

14 Anne Goldstein 22 

14 Catherine Shawn 22 

14 Nathan Strauss 22 

15 Joseph Belenko 23 

15 Will Grossman 23 

15 Carl Samuel 23 

17 Augusta Ornstein 25 

18 Eleanor Winfield 26 

19 Benjamin  

Greenberg 

27 

19 Raymond Morley 27 

19 Lily Poss Segar 27 

20 Bayla Finkel 28 

21 Benjamin David  

Silverstein 

29 

22 Martin Cohen 30 

18 Louis Fishman 26 

18 Rosalie Macklin Ross 26 

18 Charles  26 

24 Bettye Siegel 2 

25 Joseph Cohen 3 

25 Marcel Davidow 3 

25 Helen Prakin Frank 3 

27 Gedale Man 5 

27 Mary P. Siegel 5 

28 Friedel  

Backenheimer 

6 

28 Bernard Epstein 6 

28 Augusta Korkin 6 

28 Sadie Levine 6 

28 Julius Rosofsky 6 

28 Benjamin E. Thurston 6 

29 Israel Rockman 7 

30 Sylvia Fridovich 8 

30  Pauline Klein 8 

30 Martin Lakin 8 

Iyar  May 

1 Zelda Goldstein 9 

1 Melvin Mack  

Margolese 

9 

3 Boris Mikhalesky 11 

4 Arthur Brody 12 

4 Lena Goldberg 12 

4  Estelle Henner Rose 12 

4 Sigmud Segal 12 

4 Johannes  

van der Horst 

12 

5 Frank Schwartz 13 

6 Thelma Margolist 14 

7 Ida Behar 15 

7 Joseph Libman 15 

7 Albert Markoff 15 

7 Leon Arthur Zeiger 15 

8 John J. Johnson III 16 

8 Edith Klapper 16 

8 Abraham Leiss 16 

8 Maude Mordant 16 

10 Esther Cassell 18 

10 Helen Rosenzweig 18 

13 Adelene Barker 21 

14  Marion Bobroff 22 

14 Dorothy Gross 22 

14 Jack Winfield 22 

15 Herbert Flicker 23 

15 Michael Goldrich 23 

16 Bessie Bergman 24 

16 Roslyn Rose 24 

18 Albrecht Strauss 26 

20 Miriam Gingold 28 

20 Jim Guild 28 

Iyar  June 

24 Alvin Greenberg 1 

25 Joseph Behar 2 

25 Frank Greenberg 2 

25 Zelda Schlom Sachs 2 

26 Abraham  Rosenstein 3 

26 Milton Siegel 3 

28 Harry Bergman 5 

28 James Moulder 5 

28 Harold Rose 5 

28 Joan Tetel-Hanks 5 

29 Toba Man 6 

29 Mary Rosenstein 6 

29 Lorrain Carol Rossi 6 

29 Rose Sawilosky Roemer 6 

Sivan  June 

1 Nathan Henry Brandt 7 

1 Howard Jaffe 7 

3 Ann Feldman 9 

3 Daniel Parker 9 

3 Morton Pizer 9 

4 Benjamin Pudolsky 10 

4 Sarah Goldberg Sody 10 

4 Luan Walker 10 

5 Eva Rosenstein Dave 11 

5 Bertram Lubar 11 

5 Bruno Strauss 11 

6 Carrie Hayer 12 

6 Aron Pas 12 

6 Earl Weaver 12 

7 Norma Greenberg 13 

8 Gerald Reed 14 

9 Jeremy Bland 15 

9 Norbert Nevid 15 

10 Bella Goldstein 16 

10 Maria Mikhalevsky 16 

10 Esther Silverman 16 

11 Annie Levy 17 

12 Molly Zauder 18 

Sivan  June 

13 Marilyn Lubar 19 

14 Lotte Herzfeld 20 

14 Herman B.  

Kushner 

20 

15 Lily Feiler 21 

15 Willard Gidwitz 21 

15 Amram Rasiel 21 

16 Norman Evenson 22 

16 Bertha “Bea” Freifel 22 

16 Stuart Garr 22 

16 Theodore Gradin 22 

16 Irene Markoff 22 

16 Pearl Penner  

Morrison 

22 

16 Herbert Sharp 22 

17 Jonathan Shimm 23 

18 Lionel Shapiro 24 

19 Gregory Chase Barry 25 

20 Earl Siegel 26 

21 Margot Sandick 27 

21 Signey Shapiro 27 

22 Lawrence Fox 28 

22 Fannie Promisel  

Freedman 

28 

22 Hyman Kresses 28 

23 Milton Goldstein 29 

23 Tirtza Leiss 29 

23 Eunice Kresses 

Loweinsohn 

29 

23 Daniel Miller 29 

23 Amanda Stand 29 

24 Leonard Becker 30 

24 Mollie Fridovich 30 

Nisan  May 

23 Lillian Gradin 1 

23 Saul Leibel 1 

24 Erwin Freedman 2 

Iyar  May 

20 Sylvia Levy 28 

20 Arnold Lind 28 

20 Rose Nydick 28 

21 Alexander Koplowitz 29 

22 Ricka Hart 30 

22 Charles Kaplan 30 

22 Alfred Veis 30 

23 Marcia Lynn  August 31 

23 Wendy Finger 31 

23 Morris Synderman 21 
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