
Shabbat  
Shalom 

3 Kislev 5777 

December 3, 2016 

Parashat Toldot 

This Week at Beth El Synagogue 

This weekend’s Kiddush lunch is sponsored by:   
  

Michele Pas, Alice & Sid Levinson, Ellen & Phil Singer, Debbie & 
Jon Wahl, Shula & Stephen Bernard, with contributions from 

Kadima and USY. 

Gabbai Schedule 
Contact the scheduled gabbai if you’d like to     

request an aliyah, other honor, or to volunteer to 

lead a service in the Main Sanctuary  Gabbaim will 

try to accommodate requests made on Shabbat 

morning (by 10:15am, before the Torah service) but we ask for 

your understanding if all honors have been previously claimed 

during the week. 

Upcoming Events: 
 
 Sat. 12/10 Shabbat Mishnah Study 

 Sat. 12/10 B’nei Mitzvah Peer Tutoring 

 Sat. 12/10 Shabbat Morning Orthodox Kehillah Services 

 Sat. 12/10 Shabbat Morning Services 

 Sat. 12/10 Healing Yoga 

 Sat. 12/10 Children’s Services 

 Sun. 12/11 Talmud Torah (Pre-K-7th grade) 

 Sun. 12/11 Weekly Sunday Minyan 

 Sun. 12/11 Knitting Chevra 

 Sun. 12/11 Federation Hanukkah Festival (JCC) 

 Sun. 12/11 Kadima Gifts for Giving 

 Sun. 12/11 Talmud Torah Faculty Meeting 

 Sun. 12/11 USY Teen Lounge Study Hall/Hang 

 Tue. 12/13 Ritual Committee Meeting 

 Wed. 12/14 Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Greyber 

 Wed. 12/14 Talmud Torah (2nd-6th grade) 

 Wed. 12/14 BE Board Meeting 

 

 

Beth El is a welcoming community of members with diverse 

backgrounds, ideas, levels of knowledge, and observance. We 

are an egalitarian Conservative congregation, and a member of 

the Southeast Seaboard district of United Synagogue of 

Conservative Judaism (USCJ), and the Orthodox Union.  

12/3 Toldot 

Bernie Fischer 

Bernie.fischer@duke.edu 

 

 

919-493-0306 

12/10 Vayetze 

David Rubin 

David_s_rubin@mindspring.com 

 

 

919-967-7725 

12/17 Vayishlach 

Jon Wahl 

jmwahl@email.unc.edu 

 

 

919-942-3827 

12/24 Vayeshev 

Isaac Price 

Isaac@isaacprice.org 

 

 

919-866-5453 

  

Saturday, December 3: 
Shabbat Mishnah Study    8:45 am 
B’nai Mitzvah Peer Tutoring   9:00 am 
Orthodox Kehillah Services  9:00 am 
Main Sanctuary Services –Teen Takeover 9:30 am 
Parasha Study (Freedman Center)  9:30 am 
Havdalah    5:10 pm 
 
Sunday, December 4:  
Talmud Torah (Pre-K-7th grade)   9:30 am 
Weekly Sunday Minyan   9:30 am 
Simchat Tot!    9:45 am 
Chanukah Bazaar    11:00 am 
Aleph Bet & Pre Kadima Chanukah  12:30 pm  
Extravaganza 
USY Teen Lounge Study Hall/Hang  4:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, December 7:  
Weekly Wednesday Minyan  8:00 am 
Talmud Torah (2nd-6th grade)  4:40 pm 
Synagogue Life Committee Meeting 6:00 pm 
 
Thursday, December 8:  
Kli Yakar (at the JCC)    11:30 am 
Rabbi Greyber’s Siddur Class  7:30 pm 
 
Friday, December 9:  
Candle Lighting    4:10 pm 
Got Shabbat?     6:00 pm 
 



Beth El Synagogue 
1004 Watts Street 
Durham, NC 27701 

919.682.1238 
info@betheldurham.org 
www.betheldurham.org 
Rabbi: Daniel Greyber 

Rabbi Emeritus: Steven Sager 
Synagogue President: Noah Pickus 

Avigal bat David haLevi     

(Alice Gold)  

Avram Moshe ben Esther 

(Alan Mandel)  

Baracha bat Sarah 

Batya bat Shprintza                     

(Barbara Roberman) 

Chana bat Malka 

Chana Leah bat Sarah (Anna 

Crollman) 

David ben Sarah  

(David Leitner) 

David Yosef ben Avraham 

v’Chana (Donald Goldstein) 

Esther bat Yankale Sura 

Esther Malka bat Chaya 
Fruma  

(Elinor Fleishman) 

Herschel David ben Aharon 

haKohen u'Bela Miriam  

Israel ben Zalman u’Malkah 

Malka Chana bat Basha Rachel 

M’cor Eyshel bat Esther Tzvia 

Mishulamit bat Maryam 

(Marcia Hogan) 

Miriam bat Rivka v'Natan 

(Miriam Sharp)  

Miriam Shifra bat Issur 

(Margaret Sachs) 

Mordechai ben Mathilda    

(Morty Berkowitz) 

Ovadya ben Esther Malkah 

(Ovadya Fleishman) 

Rachmiel Daniel ben Nachama 

u'Pinchas (Roger Perilstein)  

Reuven ben Chanoch v’Dinah  

(Robert Feurst) 

Sarah bat Hinda  

(Sylvia Dante) 

Sarah Gittel bat Rut (Sue 

Perlo) 

Shalom ben Sprintze (Stanley 

Ramati) 

Shira Batya bat Meirav 

Shmuel ben Shoshana 

Shrage ben Devorah Leah 

(Phillip Samuel Ramati) 

Shraga Feivel ben Leib (Philip 

Skoletsky) 

Tuvia ben Shmuel v’Tziporah  

(Tovia Lebovich) 

Tziporah bat Esther 

Yakov ben Sarah 

(Jacob Schonberg)  

Ya’akov Roni ben Margalit 

 

Alvin Jacobson 

Anne Boyd 

Alan Marty  

Christine Walters 

Ezra Rapport 

Helen Rosenberg 

Jack Reich 

Joyce Romm 

Ken Walkters 

Lauren Schiro 

Netta Boswell 

Orrie Wilner 

Richard Roth 

Sidney Barker 

Vol Boswell 

 

Please contact the synagogue 
office with any additions or 

changes to this list.  

 

Refuah Shleymah  רפואה שלמה Parashat Toledot 
Adapted from http://www.jtsa.edu/jts-torah-online 

One of the most poignant and profound verses of the Bible appears early in this week’s Torah 
reading, Toledot. Our matriarch Rebecca, beset with a difficult pregnancy, asks God, “Why 
me?” (Gen. 25:22). And God replies to her with one of the most fateful verses of the Bible: 
“There are two nations in your belly” (Gen. 25:23). From that moment on, the die is cast: we 
are locked in a struggle with Esau / Edom. This week’s haftarah from the prophet Malachi 
teaches us the stakes: “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother? asks the Lord. Yet I have loved Jacob, but 
Esau I have hated” (Malachi 1:2-3). 

 

“I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated.” This is, to say the least, not only an extreme 
formulation of the enmity that characterizes the relationship of Jacob and Esau, but also a 
distortion of subsequent history. For if the Lord has loved Jacob and hated Esau, God sure 
has a funny way of showing it. One does not have to subscribe to the lachrymose theory of 
Jewish history to believe that since the moment of the prophecy to Rebecca, in fact it is Esau 
who has been ascendant, while Jacob has been downtrodden. 

 

In the world of the ancient Rabbis who gave us Judaism—the world of the Talmud and the 
Midrash, from the first century through the seventh century CE—our Rabbis identified Esau / 
Edom with the Roman Empire. In doing so, they took on both aspects of that Empire—the 
earlier pagan Roman Empire and the later Christian Roman Empire, and conflated them into 
one image of Esau, forever at odds with Jacob / Israel. For the Rabbis, Esau most often was 
depicted as the enemy, our oppressor, “The Man” who kept us beneath his boot. 

 

But the Rabbis never forgot the first part of Malachi’s prophecy, which confirms the earlier 
biblical oracle given to Rebecca. For all that there has been enmity and opposition, Esau is 
also our brother, indeed our twin brother. He may be red-hued, hirsute, and macho, while 
we tend to be pale and scholarly, but brothers are we. The tension between being brothers 
on one hand and enemies on the other is well represented in the Talmud: 

 

Rabbi Judah son of Converts said, “How admirable are the deeds of this 
nation, [Rome]. They have built markets, bridges, and bath-houses.” 

His colleague Rabbi Yosi was silent. 

But Rabbi Shimon ben Yokhai retorted, “Anything they have built has been 
for their own needs. They build markets so their whores have a place to 
ply their trade. Bathhouses to pamper themselves, and bridges to collect 
tolls and taxes.” (BT Shabbat 33b) 

 

Well, that pretty much says it. On one side is the curiously named Rabbi Judah, who tends to 
see our brotherhood, while the zealous Rabbi Shimon can only see our enmity. The truth 
about this age-old sibling rivalry is, of course, somewhat more complicated. 

 

Our rabbinic Jewish heritage has been deeply influenced by Esau / Rome. There are 
thousands of loan words from Greek and, to a lesser extent, Latin found in the Talmud and 
the Midrash. Some are familiar, but it helps to remember they are Greek in origin: for 
example, “synagogue” or “Sanhedrin.” The former speaks for itself. The latter name, used in 
Hebrew for the Jewish courts, is not only Greek, but had been the name for the Roman 
senate. Another word commonly used in synagogues is “bimah,” the raised platform from 
where the Torah is read. Yet it, too, is Greek, originally meaning the dais where a tribunal sat. 

The Rabbis repeatedly number the books of the Hebrew Bible as 24, even though others 
count as many as 39. Why so few? It’s not coincidental that there are 24 books in both the 
Iliad and the Odyssey. In fact, the Rabbis in the Mishnah (Yada’im 4:6) refer to the writings of 
Homer by name. 

 

The same Rabbis present themselves as philosophers, and in their thinking they largely align 
themselves with Roman Stoics. Their art and architecture is largely Roman—synagogues in 
the Galilee are built as Roman basilicas. In fact, those same synagogues are replete with 
Roman mosaics, including, mysteriously, images of the Greco-Roman god Zeus-Helios, who is 
found in the center panel of a number of synagogue floors! 

When explaining how the rabbis came to be comfortable with Roman art, the leader of the 
Jewish community in the late first century, Rabbi Gamaliel, is quoted in the Mishnah (Avodah 
Zarah 3:4) commenting on the statue of Aphrodite in the bathhouse he attends. It’s art, he 
explains, and is not used for pagan worship. As art, it is permissible. From then until today 
there has been pictorial art in synagogues. 

 

The influence of Roman culture on rabbinic Judaism is pervasive. In my recent book on this 
topic (Aphrodite and the Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Create Judaism as 
We Know It), I remind my readers that well before we Jews lived in Christian America, our 
forbears struggled to find their Jewish identity in first pagan and then Christian Rome. In the 
aftermath of the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple, they adopted the best of Roman 
culture to create a Judaism that would survive and ultimately flourish. This remains our 
challenge as Jews today. How can we adapt the best of American culture while making 
Judaism a vibrant religion that will flourish for the next two millennia? 

Michael Payton 

Charlotte Lynn 

Estelle Cohen 

Lillian Mills 

Louis Gladstein 

Sally Greene 

Harry Winner 

Sarah Kessler 

Frank Marcus 

Israel Park 

Ella Bloom 

 

Yahrzeits  יארצייט 
May their memory be a blessing  

Mazel Tov 

Mazel Tov to Dan, Alex and Eli Schnitzer on the birth and Brit Milah of 
their son and brother, Zachary Finn Schnitzer!  

Be Remembered 

Beth El Synagogue extends condolences to Rabbi Daniel Greyber and his 
family on the death of Rabbi Greyber's father, Dr. Howard Greyber, Herschel 
David ben Aharon haKohen u'Bela Miriam, who passed away on  November 22 
in San Jose, California.   

May the Ever Present One comfort them among the mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem.   

Be New Members 

Jesse Summers and Mara Buchbinder, and Simon.  

http://burtonvisotzky.com/aphrodite-and-the-rabbis/
http://burtonvisotzky.com/aphrodite-and-the-rabbis/

