Elijah: Bridging Worlds
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Elijah would come to the Bet Midrash of Rabbi [ Yehudah HaNasi]. One day—it was Rosh Hodesh,
the celebration of the new month—Rabbi waited for him, but he did not come. When he arrived,
Rabbi said to him: Why was the master late? Elijah replied: First, I got Abraham up, washed his
hands, waited for him to pray, and laid him down again. Then I did the same for Isaac, and then
for Jacob.

You should have awakened them all at the same time!
Rabbi said. Elijah answered: I reasoned that if they all
prayed together, their prayer would be so powerful that
it would bring the Messiah before his time. Said Rabbi:
Are there any like those three living in this world? Yes,
Elijah answered, Rabbi Hiyya and his sons.

Rabbi decreed a fast and summoned Rabbi Hiyya and
his sons to lead the prayer. Rabbi Hiyya prayed: Let
the wind blow!/mashiv ha’ruach! and it blew fiercely.
He prayed, Let the rain fall!/morid ha-geshem! and the
rain began to fall. He was about to pray, Revive the
dead/m’chayeh ha-metim! and the world trembled.

In heaven they said: Who has revealed secrets to the
world? Others replied: Elijah. They summoned Elijah
and lashed him with 60 pulses of light. Elijah, in the
likeness of a fiery bear, entered the prayer group and
scattered it.
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