
Elijah And The Messiah At The Entrance 

מעוֹן   י שִּ רַבִּ א דְׁ תָּ עַרְׁ מְׁ א דִּ חָּ תְׁ י אַפִּ ימִּ יְׁ וֵי קָּ הָּ יָּהוּ, דְׁ אֵלִּ כַח לְׁ י אַשְׁ ן לֵוִּ עַ בֶּ י יהוֹשֻׁ רַבִּ
ה.   דוֹן הַזֶּ ה אָּ צֶּ רְׁ ם יִּ תֵי? אֲמַר לֵיהּ: אִּ אָּ א דְׁ מָּ לְׁ עָּ א לְׁ תֵינָּ בַר יוֹחַאי. אֲמַר לֵיהּ: אָּ

י.   מַעתִּ ה שָּ לשָּ קוֹל שְׁ י וְׁ יתִּ אִּ ם רָּ נַיִּ י: שְׁ ן לֵוִּ עַ בֶּ י יהוֹשֻׁ מַר רַבִּ אֲמַר לֵיהּ: אֵימַת    - אָּ
יחַ?   שִּ תֵי מָּ ידֵיהּ.    -אָּ דִּ ילֵיהּ לְׁ יל שַיְׁ י.    -אֲמַר לֵיהּ: זִּ רוֹמִּ א דְׁ חָּ תְׁ א יָּתֵיב? אַפִּ והֵיכָּ

נֵיהּ?    - ימָּ סִּ לֵ   -וּמאי  סוֹבְׁ יֵי  עֲנִּ בֵינֵי  חַד  יָּתֵיב  בְׁ י  ירִּ וַאֲסִּ רוּ  שָּ ן  כוּלָּ וְׁ ים,  אִּ חֳלָּ י 
אֲזַל   כֵב.  יעָּ אִּ א  לָּ דְׁ עֵינָּא,  בָּ מִּ א  מָּ לְׁ דִּ מַר:  אָּ חַד.  סֵר  אָּ וְׁ חַד  רֵי  שָּ יהוּ  אִּ א,  נָּ מְׁ זִּ

י.   אִּ וָּ יךָ בַר לִּ לֶּ לוֹם עָּ י! אֲמַר לֵיהּ: שָּ י וּמוֹרִּ יךָ רַבִּ לֶּ לוֹם עָּ גַבֵיהּ, אֲמַר לֵיהּ: שָּ   - לְׁ
תֵי מַר?  אֲמַר לֵיהּ:   אֵימַת אָּ יָּהוּ. אֲמַר לֵיהּ:    -לְׁ גַבֵי אֵלִּ א לְׁ אֲמַר לֵיהּ: הַיוֹם. אֲתָּ

ךְ?   לָּ אֲמֲר  ךְ    -מַאי  לָּ ךְ  טַחָּ אַבְׁ לֵיהּ:  אֲמַר  י.  אִּ וָּ לִּ בַר  יךָ  לֶּ עָּ לוֹם  שָּ לֵיהּ:  אֲמַר 
תֵי.   אָּ דְׁ א  מָּ לְׁ עָּ לְׁ לַאֲבוּךְ  דַאֲ   -וְׁ י,  בִּ קֵּר  שִּ א  קָּ קּוֹרֵי  שִּ לֵיהּ:  "הַיוֹם  אֲמַר  י  לִּ מַר 

עוּ."  מָּ שְׁ קוֹלוֹ תִּ ם בְׁ ךְ: "הַיוֹם אִּ י אֲמַר  לָּ כִּ א!  אֲמַר לֵיהּ: הָּ א אֲתָּ לָּ תֵינָּא" וְׁ  אָּ

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi met Elijah while 

he was standing at the entrance of the cave 

of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai. He asked 

Elijah:  Do I have a place in the world to 

come? Elijah replied:  If the master desires 

it. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to himself:  

I saw two but I heard the voice of a third. He 

asked the prophet:  When will the Messiah 

come? Elijah answered: Go and ask him. 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked:  Where 

will I find him? He is sitting at the entrance 

of Rome. And by what signs will I identify 

him? He sits among those who suffer with 

lesions. All of them unwrap and bind up 

their sores at the same time. But the one who 

is the Messiah unties and binds up one at a time, thinking:  If I am summoned I will not have to delay. 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi went to him and said:  Shalom alecha, my master and teacher. The Messiah 

replied:  Shalom alecha, ben Levi. Rabbi Yehoshua asked: When will the master come? He replied:  Today. 

Rabbi Yehoshua returned to Elijah who said to him:  What did he say to you? He said to me:  Peace be 

upon you, ben Levi. Elijah explained:  With his greeting he has promised both you and your father a place 

in the world to come. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said:  But he lied to me by saying: Today I will come; but 

he has not come. Elijah replied:  He was quoting a verse. This is what he said to you:  Today—if you will 

listen to His voice (Psalm 95:7).   

(Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 98A)   

 


